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SUPERIOR GENERAL’S MESSAGE

Christmas is all about God becoming human as revealed “the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (Jh1/14)!

Incarnation —the mystery of mysteries - is the mystery of Christian
life and faith. A God who becomes flesh is the one who is made
felt to everyone. Incarnation of God would thus mean that he
becomes touchable. God is becoming one like us in his
compassionate being for the other. This is the Christian thinking
through God, not an abstract God, or transcendent God but a
God who is transcendence through the body. It is not thinking of
God in an abstract way in categories or intentional. God is
accessible beyond the self-interest. What we grasp, the
intentional, becomes the tangible. Embodiment of God is the
way of being-with-beings. God moves towards the other despite
self-interest. This could be the meaning of “being born in the
likeness of men” (Phil 2/5-11). It is the self-inflicted humiliation
on the part of the Supreme Being, of descent of the Creator to
the level of the creature. The compassionate touchability of God
is thus the nature of God as love for his creatures. It is through
the body that God becomes transcendent. So, to say, Christianity
is the mystery of revelation of God’s love to his creation in
incarnation that the Jewish minds could ever hold it. The
unfathomable love of God is the compelling character of God to
be one like us amidst us. God is moved despite of himself towards
the other. The being of God that moves beyond itself to the
human.

Incarnation of God is not a particular idea of Christians by their
accidental intuition, rather it is something really essential to think
of God. God’s being is moved from within without self-interest.
The dis-interested-ness of God is the kenosis of God becoming
human. The kenotic being of God is the love of God itself (Jh 1/
18), and it is the radical passivity in the Being of God, for God
cannot be otherwise. Nonetheless to say that the radical passivity
of God is the activity of God itself. God’s action to the world is
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the way of His Being. There is nothing as to be chosen by God
but it simply flows from the Being of God. The true essence of
God must be the one that proceeds from God’s Being, and it
does not reserve for itself as self-involution, as a being that
bites upon its tale, or as turned upon itself; on the other hand, it
proceeds to the other. Incarnation of God is the manifestation of
this mystery to the humans and it is the Christian mystery of
Christmas. God remains God in incarnating. God cannot but
incarnate. God cloths with flesh, embodies in a vulnerable
exposure. Being in flesh as incarnate is far more different than
having a material body; given this, it would imply, one can touch,
feel joy or sorrow, hunger or thirst, and undergo each of these
pain and penury as one’s own.

In being affected by the other and for the other God touches the
real human being and the real Divine being. This makes sense
of God incarnate as the human that is the mystery of Christianity.
Incarnation is not just a mystery but the sensibility of God as
loving, caring, and providing. Hence, Christmas is not a romantic
idea but essential for our thinking of God. Angels cannot
understand what does it mean to take body and incarnate. A
story about protesting angels has the sense of it' God takes

A story about protesting angels according to an ancient Talmudic
apologue the angels in heaven one day found out that God in His
unfathomable wisdom wanted to entrust the Torah or the Law to humans.
Not only were the angels surprised, they were also perturbed. They
did not understand why God ignored them and turned to beings of a
lower status. Thus, they organised a protest march to prevent the
Torah from leaving heaven. With the archangels leading them they
set forth to meet the Lord, who had already seen them approaching
from afar. And since at that moment He was not yet omniscient, He
wondered what was going on (only one who is not omniscient is curious
about what the other has to say). When the angels arrived, they
questioned the Lord. In their opinion, He had to justify Himself for His
choice, which to them seemed more foolish than wise. And the Lord
seemed prepared to tell them why He wanted to give the Torah to
humans, on condition, however, that the angels first answered His
counter question: ‘Do you work by the sweat of your brow for your
daily bread? * The angels looked at each other for they actually did
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body for the lower human beings, which the angels (who as
spiritual beings stand closer to God and are thus loftier) and
humans (who as earthly beings stand lower on the ladder of
being) is reversed radically.

The human person is a being that can suffer. Precisely because
one has a body, or stronger still, because one is a body. But by
means of one’s sensibility the human person is also touchable
by and sensitive to the suffering of the other. Thanks to their
‘vulnerable body’ humans are bonded with each other, are
attuned towards each other, are responsible for each other, and
are meant to care for each other. Thanks to their so-called ‘low-
life’ nature and their bodily condition, humans stand above the
angels. This is truly a paradoxical situation: the lower opens up
the perspective towards the higher, the humble to the sublime!
Thanks to the ‘sensibility’ of our body we are vulnerable by and
for the other so that we as inspired or animated — literally

not understand what the Lord was asking about. To save face, they
decided not to answer. Then likewise did the Lord not answer their
question and He withdrew back into hiddenness. After a time, however,
God was overcome with sadness for He did want to shed light on His
decision. Thus, He posed a second question to the angels: ‘Do you
buy and sell?” The angels were shocked for they had heard of
machinations, corruption and abuse of power that arise because of
money — dirty money! —amongst people. But because they only knew
about this from hearsay, they did not dare answer. And again, God
withheld His answer. He again withdrew until it became too much for
Him again, for He does not shield His wisdom in fear and jealousy
from His creatures. Since all good things exist in threes, He decided
to give the angels a third chance. His new question then went: ‘Do
you bear children?’ The angels were even more scandalised by this
question than by the former. The stories of humans and sex — and
everything in between — had even reached up to heaven. But the
angels kept those stories at bay as much as possible for they did not
want to be infected by human desires, so much so that they again
withheld their answer. And God withdrew Himself definitively, without
answering the question of why He had chosen to entrust the Law of
Life to earth.

Here ends our retelling of the story. The question is still left unanswered,
however, like a pebble in the shoe.
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‘ensouled’ — beings are ‘created’ or ‘conditioned’ to take upon
ourselves the being and the fate of the other. In this sense,
incarnation is not only a religious category, but also an
anthropological category of our human condition that unsettles
many of our settled ways of being human resonating in strange
ways of being human in what is gloriously common in us.

May | wish you all a very Happy Christmas and abundant
Blessings in the New Year 2022!

With warm regards and prayers,

L 1
Fr JojoVarakukalayil CST
Superior General
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SUPERIOR GENERAL'S PROGRAMME

Jan 02 :

Jan 03 :

Jan 04 :
Jan 05 :

Jan 07 :

Jan 08 :

Priestly Ordination of Dn. Bibin Puthenpurackal CST at
St. Joseph Church, Kozhimala at 09.15 a.m.

Priestly Ordination of Dn. Sagil Nadakunnel CST at St.
George Church, Kadavoor at 02.15 p.m.

Priestly Ordination of Dn. Noble Pallathukuzhiyil CST at
St. Sebastian’s Church, Padiyottuchal at 02.30 p.m.

SMRC meeting at Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad.

Priestly Ordination of Dn. Rince Parekkattil CST at St.
Augustine’s Church, Kalloorkad at 02.00 p.m.

Governing Body Meeting of Little Flower Major Seminary
at Little Flower Major Seminary, Aluva at 05.00 p.m.

New Priests day at Little Flower Generalate

Inter Province Meeting at Little Flower Generalate at
09.00 a.m.

Jan 15 —22:Canonical Visitation at Little Flower Major Seminary, Aluva

Jan 27 — Feb 12: Classes in JD, Pune

Feb 18 :

Travel to Punjab - Rajasthan Mission

Feb 21-23 : Canonical visitation at Little Flower Novitiate House, Abohar

Feb 24 :

Priestly Ordination of Dn. Stephen Swaranjeet CST at Little
Flower Church, Muktsar, Punjab at 10.00 a.m.

Feb 27 — Mar 15: Visitation of Fr Superior General, Secretary for

Evangelization and Mission and Provincial Superiors in
African Mission




".,’ :g-\ iy
w@hailal

INTIMATIONS

Dec 28

Jan 02

Jan 03

Jan 05

Jan 07

Jan 08

: Priestly Ordination of Dn. Bibin Cherukunnel CST at St.

Mary’s Church, Konnakad at 09.30 a.m.

: Priestly Ordination of Dn. Bibin Puthenpurackal CST at

St. Joseph Church, Kozhimala at 09.15 a.m.

: Priestly Ordination of Dn. Sagil Nadakunnel CST at St.

George Church, Kadavoor at 02.15 p.m.

: Priestly Ordination of Dn. Noble Pallathukuzhiyil CST at

St. Sebastian’s Church, Padiyottuchal at 02.30 p.m.

: Priestly Ordination of Dn. Rince Parekkattil CST at St.

Augustine’s Church, Kalloorkad at 02.00 p.m.

: Governing Body Meeting of Little Flower Major Seminary

at Little Flower Major Seminary, Aluva at 05.00 p.m.

: New Priests day at Little Flower Generalate at 06.00 a.m.
: Inter Province Meeting at Little Flower Generalate at

09.00 a.m.

Jan 15 — 22: Fr Superior General’s Canonical Visitation at Little Flower

Jan 23-28
Feb 15

Feb 21-23

Feb 24

Major Seminary, Aluva

. Annual Retreat, Little Flower Generalate
: 131¢! Birthday Anniversary of Rev Fr Basilius Panat CST,

Founder of Little Flower Congregation.

: Releasing of the Noval written by Fr. Kuruvila

Areeparambil CST

: Fr Superior General’s Canonical visitation at Little Flower

Novitiate House,Abohar

: Priestly Ordination of Dn. Stephen Swaranjeet CST at

Little Flower Church, Muktsar, Punjab at 10.00 a.m.

Feb 27 — Mar 15: Visitation of Fr Superior General and Secretary for

Evangelization and Mission and Provincial Superiors in
African Mission

April 05- May 05 : Perpetual Profession Course at Little Flower

Generalate. Tersion Master : Fr. John Kapiarumalayil CST

‘__M\'.
e
Fr JojoVarakukalayil CST
Superior General
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GENERALATE NEWS

Festal Celebration of St Therese of Child Jesus, Our
Heavenly Patroness

Novena to St. Therese of Child Jesus began at Generalate
Chapel in preparation for the Feast of St. Therese of Child Jesus,
our Heavenly Patroness on Wednesday, 22 September 2021.
Novena was offered after the Holy Mass at 06.15 a.m. with a
short homily. Fr Jojo Varakukalayil, Superior General celebrated
Holy Mass and Novena on the first day. On Wednesday, 29
September 2021 was the Kodiyettam for the Feast. Fr Jimmichan
Karthanam, Vicar, Little Flower Church, Thrikkakara hoisted the
holy flag and offered Holy Mass and Novena with a meaningful
homily on ‘Vocation of St Therese of Child Jesus’ at 06.00 p.m.
Nercha was shared among the faithful. On Thursday, 30
September 2021 Fr Santhosh Charamthottiyil CST, Principal,
Little Flower School, Aroor offered the Solemn Holy Mass and
Ledinj with an enriching homily on the ‘Mission Spirit of St.
Therese of Child Jesus’. Fr Superior General and community
concelebrated in the Liturgy. Nercha was shared among the
Faithful.

On Friday, 01 October 2021 Concelebrated Festal Holy Mass
was offered by Fr Superior General with a thought provoking
homily about St. Therese of Child Jesus at 06.15 a.m. After the
Holy Mass agape was arranged for the faithful at Pushpadarsana
Refectory. Mr. Dominic Palathinkal our neighbour wished the
Festal Greetings and thanked all the Fathers for the
arrangements of the Feast. Festal Dinner was arranged for the
Priests and Religious from nearby parishes, ashrams and
convents and also for some of our neighbours and wellwishers
on Saturday, 02 October 2021. There was a prayer session led
by Fr John Kapiarumalayil CST at Generalate Chapel at
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12.00 p.m. After the prayer session all the guests were invited
to the Pushpadarsana Refectory for the Festal Celebration and
Lunch. Rev Fr Superior General welcomed all to the celebration.
Rev Fr Thomas Chathamparambil CMI, Prior General, CMI
blessed the food with a prayer. Rev Fr John Kandathinkara VC,
Superior General, Vincentian Congregation conveyed the wishes
and prayers of the Feast on behalf of the community gathered.
Then they together with Fr Superior General and other
Feasterians cut the Festal cake. Including priests, religious,
neighbours and beneficiaries around 80 people participated in
the Festal celebration. Fr James Palackappilly, the Director of
POC thanked everyone for this occasion.

Pithrukripayude Anusmaranapuja: Valliachan Symposium

A webinar on Fr Basilius Panat CST, Founder, Pithrukripayude
Anusmaranapuja was organized by Research Centre, Little
Flower Seminary, Aluva on 03 and 04 of October 2021. Webinar
started at 06.00 p.m. Fr Anish Angadiath CST welcomed
everyone to the webinar. Fr Superior General gave an Inaugural
Address. Then Fr Jino Perincheril CST presented the first paper
on the topic Father Basiliusum Aksharapujayum. Then Fr Cyriac
Kochalumkal CST presented the paper on Father Basiliusinte
Mission Darsanam inninte Pachathalathil. On 04 October Prof.
Kurias Kumbalakuzhy presented the paper on the topic
Punyacharithanaya Fr Basilius: Charithrapurushanum
Karmmayogiyum. After each presentation there was discussions
and responses.

Memorial Mass of Valliachan, Fr Basilius Panat CST,
Founder Little Flower Congregation

Memorial Mass of Valliachan was offered at Little Flower Ashram
Church, Mookkannur at his 45" Death Anniversary on Monday,
October 04, 2021 at 07.00 a.m. Fr Superior General offered the
Holy Mass and preached the homily. Fr George Aranchery CST,
Fr Francis Chittinappilly CST and Fr Benny Valloor CST
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concelebrated. Fr Jose Pollayil, the Vicar of St. Mary’s Forane
Church, Mookkannur offered divine office at the Tomb of
Valliachan. Around forty persons including Priests from different
ashrams, members of Panat family and faithful from Mookkannur
participated in the Liturgy. Breakfast was arranged for all at Little
Flower Ashram, Mookkannur.

In His Footsteps: Minor Seminarians Animation Programme

Minor Seminarians Animation Programme titled ‘In His Footsteps’
was organized on 04 - 05 October 2021 at Generalate. Thirty
Three Minor Seminarians reached at Generalate with their
formators for this Programme. Inaugural Session was at 11.00
a.m. Fr Tiyo Kochukavumpurathu CST, the Organizer of the
Programme welcomed everyone to the event. The programme
was inaugurated by Fr Superior General with his inaugural
address. Fr George Aranchery CST and Fr John Kapiarumalayil
CST felicitated the programme. Fr Jino Perinchery CST (Rector,
Little Flower Seminary, Irikkur), Fr Bibin Puthiyedath CST (Rector,
Little Flower Mission Seminary, Vettikkattiri), Fr Sijo
Azhakathumannil CST (Vice Rector, Little Flower Seminary,
Moonnamthode), Fr Alwin Elavumkal CST (Vice Rector, Khrist
Jyoti Mission Seminary, Mudickal), Fr Ebin Orathel CST and Fr
Sijo Kurumuttam CST, the coordinators of the programme, Bro
Jaise Kavicheril CST (Regent, Little Flower Mission Seminary,
Vettikkattiri) and Bro Ajay Poovanpuzha CST (Regent, Little
Flower Minor Seminary, Irikkur) were present for the inaugural
session. Fr Benny Valloor CST (Rector, Khrist Jyoti Mission
Seminary, Mudickal), Fr George Kuzhikkatt CST (Coordinator
of the Programme) and Bro Bibin Moolan CST (Regent, Khrist
Jyoti Mission Seminary, Mudickal) joined the programme in the
afternoon. After the inaugural session there were group dynamism
and orientation programmes led by Fr Ebin Orathel CST and Fr
Sijo Kurumuttam CST. After the tea in the evening Minor
Seminarians visited Valliachan Museum. They also participated

12
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in the Valliachan Symposium online. Holy Mass for the Minor
Seminarians was offered by Fr Saji Nellikunnel, Rector of Little
Flower Major Seminary, Aluva at 07.30 p.m. After the supper
mind blowing cultural programmes were staged by each
Seminary. The poem on St Therese written and recited by Fr
Benny Valloor CST added colour to the occasion. Fr Jeevan
Thundiyil CST felicitated the cultural programme and
appreciated the strenuous efforts put forward by the Seminarians
and their Formators to organize such a marvelous cultural night.

On the second day Holy Mass was celebrated by Fr Superior
General and all the Formators concelebrated in the Liturgical
Celebration. Fr George Kuzhikkatt CST gave the orientation talk.
A Panel Sharing Session was arranged at 10.30 a.m. Fr Superior
General, Fr George Aranchery CST, Fr John Kapiarumalayil CST
and Fr Sebastian Puthenchirayil CST shared their experience
about priestly vocation and religious life. After lunch the
concluding session was arranged. Fr Benny Valloor CST, Fr
Jino Perinchery CST, Fr Bibin Puthiyedath CST and Fr Sijo
Azhakathumannil CST shared their formation experience and
felicitated the programme. Fr Superior Gneral distributed prizes
to the winners of the group games. Fr Tiyo Kochukavumpurathu
CST, the organizer of the Programme thanked everyone for the
cooperation and participation for the success of the programme.
After the concluding session Seminarians visited Little Flower
Major Seminary, Valliachan’s Tomb and Basil Bhavan,
Mookkannur on their way back.

Rosary Days

Ten days of Holy Rosary was celebrated at Generalate Chapel
from Thursday, 07 October 2021, on the feast of Our Lady of
the Holy Rosary. Holy Rosary was prayed solemnly in the
evening at 06.30 p.m. in which many participated devotedly. On
the tenth day of Rosary on Saturday, 16 October 2021 solemn
Holy Mass was celebrated by Fr John Kapiarumalayil CST with
a homily. Then Holy Rosary was prayed solemnly and Nercha
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was shared among the faithful.
Third Session of Fourteenth Ordinary General Synaxis

The Third Session of the Fourteenth Ordinary General Synaxis
was held on 11 - 12 October 2021. Thirty nine members were
present for the meeting. The session began on Monday, 11
October 2021 at 09.00 a.m. and ended on Tuesday, 12 October
2021 at 08.00 p.m. with the supper. The suggestions for
amendments in the Constitution and Directory of Little Flower
Congregation collected and consolidated by the Committee for
Constitutional Amendments are mainly discussed in this
concluding session of the Fourteenth Ordinary General Synaxis.

Festal Celebration of Fr. Tiyo (Abraham) Kochukavumpurathu CST

Feast of Fr. Tiyo Kochukavumpurathu CST was celebrated on
Saturday, 09 October 2021 at Generalate. Fr. Tiyo celebrated
Festal Holy Mass in the morning at Generalate Chapel. Fr
Jeevan Thundiyil CST wished him the blessings of the day.
Sweets were shared among the faithful after the Mass. Festal
cake cutting and celebration was at supper. Fr. Superior General
wished him prayers and wishes on behalf of the Generalate
Community.

70" Happy Birthday to Fr George Aranchery CST

The Seventieth Birthday (Saptati) of Fr George Aranchery CST,
Vicar General was celebrated on Monday, 11 October 2021 at
Generalate. Fr George Aranchery CST celebrated thanksgiving
Holy Mass in the morning at Generalate Chapel. Fr Superior
General wished him the prayers of the day on behalf of the
faithful gathered. Sweets were shared among the faithful after
the Mass. Grand Saptati celebration was arranged at noon with
sumptuous meal. Fr George Aranchery CST cut the birthday
cake and we the Generalate community together with the
members of the General Synaxis wished him the blessings of
the day. Fr Superior General, Fr Sabu Kandamkettiyil CST,
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Provincial Superior of Little Flower Province, Fr Joby Edamuriyil
CST, Provincial Superior of St. Thomas Province, Fr Saju
Koothodiputhenpurayil CST, Provincial Superior of Khrist Jyoti
Province, Fr Antony Kannampilly CST, Vicar Provincial of St.
Joseph’s Province, and Fr Jeevan Thundiyil CST, General
Econome felicitated him with their words of wishes and prayers.

Golden and Silver Jubilee Celebrations of Priestly
Ordination

The Golden Jubilee of the Priestly Ordination of Fr Sebastian
Puthenchirayil CST and the Silver Jubilee of the Priestly
Ordination of Fr Antony Kannampilly CST and Fr Tomy
Alumkalkarot CST were celebrated at Generalate on
Wednesday, 13 October 2021. Jubilee Holy Mass was at 06.30
a.m. at Generalate Chapel. Fr Superior General wished and
thanked them for their valuable Priestly Ministries to the
Congregation and for the people of God these many years and
prayed for God’s abundant blessings upon them to continue
their Missions and Ministry for the Glory of God and good of the
people. Fr Sebastian Puthenchirayil CST was the Main Celebrant
for the Jubilee Mass. Fr Tomy Alumkalkarot CST preached the
Homily and Fr Antony Kannampilly CST concelebrated. Some
of the members of the General Synaxis were also present for
the celebration. During the breakfast they cut the jubilee cake
and the community wished them prayers and blessings. There
was also the Releasing of the book ‘Mulamthandum
Mukulangalum: Cherupushpa Sahodara Sabha-Vaidika Sabha’
by Fr Sebastian Puthenchirayil CST. Fr Superior General
released the book and gave the first copy of the book to Fr
Sabu Kandamkettiyil CST, Provincial Superior of Little Flower
Province. Fr Jose Manijiyil CST presented a short review of the
book to introduce it and appreciated the author for his strenuous
effort to bring out this piece of work.
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Governing Body Meeting and Inter Province Meeting

Governing Body Meeting of Little Flower Major Seminary was
held on Wednesday, 13 October 2021 at Little Flower Major
Seminary, Aluva. Fr Superior General, General Councillors,
Provincial Superiors, Rector, President and Econome of the
Seminary participated in the Meeting.

The Inter Province Meeting was held online on Saturday, 16
October 2021 at 09.30 a.m. Fr Superior General and General
Councilors, Provincial Superiors and Provincial Councilors and
Auditors participated in the Meeting.

Punjab-Rajasthan Visit

Fr George Aranchery CST and Fr John Kapiarumalayil CST
visited Punjab-Rajasthan Mission from 20 October 2021 to 01
November 2021. They visited all the ashrams of Khrist Jyoti
Province, Punjab-Rajasthan and appreciated the great
missionary, social and educational works done by the Province.

Feel at home

Rev Bp Mar Dominic Kokkatt reached Generalate on 30 October
2021 for staying here for three months.

Rev Bp Mar Thomas Thuruthimattam visited Generalate and
spent some time on his way back after Ayurvedic Treatment for
three days.

Rev Bp Mar Sebastian Vaniyapurackal, Curia Bishop stayed
here from 7 to 12 November for guiding the Annual Retreat of
St. Joseph’s Province, Aluva.

Fr Vipin Venmanikkattiyil and Fr Bibin Varambakath from the
Diocese of Tellicherry are staying here for a period of two months
for their Post Graduate studies

Fr Jose Erambil VC, Rector, Staff and Seminarians from Khristu
Nivas Vincentian Seminary are staying here for a month as their
Seminary is under renovation.
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Annual Retreat

Annual Retreat of St. Joseph’s Province was arranged here at
Generalate from 07 to 12 November 2021. Rev Bp Mar Sebastian
Vaniyapurackal was the Retreat Preacher. Thirty Four Priests
attended the Retreat. On the concluding day of the retreat we
celebrated the Fourth Episcopal Ordination Anniversary of
Mar Sebastian Vaniyapurackal.

Memorial Mass for all the Departed

Memorial Mass for all the Departed of Little Flower Congregation
was celebrated at LF Major Seminary, Aluva on Saturday, 13
November 2021 at 11.00 a.m. Fr George Aranchery CST was
the main celebrant and Fr Boniface Manayathumary CST and
Fr Benny Vallor CST concelebrated. Fr Francis Chittinappilly
CST gave homily for the day. Around 80 people including Priests,
Seminarians and Family Members of the Departed, participated
in the Holy Mass and Prayers.

Monthly Recollection for Regents

Monthly Recollection for Regents was arranged at Generalate
on 24 and 25 November 2021. Fr George Aranchery CST guided
the Recollection. Brothers Jobin Johny from St. Joseph’s
Provincial House, Amal Adichilamackal from Mar Mathew’s Boys’
Home, Justin Palathinkal from Basil Bhavan, Mookkannur, Albin
Muthukattil and Jobin Arattukulam from Generalate attended the
Recollection.

Seminar on Dostovsky

One Day Seminar on Dostovsky was organized by Little Flower
Institute of Philosophy and Religion, Aluva in collaboration with
the Department of Malayalam, Bharata Mata College,
Thrikkakara on 30 November 2021 at Little Flower Seminary,
Aluva. Sri Venu V Deasm and Prof. Dr. Thomas Panakkalam
presented the papers. Fr Abraham Kottanalloor CST and Fr
Anish Angadiath CST moderated the sessions. Fr Paul
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Thelakkatt, Fr Baiju John Kattikaran CST and Fr Augustine
Pamplany CST guided the panel discussion. Fr John
Kapiarumalayil CST gave the concluding message. First and

Second year Malayalam students of Bharata Mata College and
the Seminarians participated in the Seminar.

Synodal Holy Mass

The Renewed Holy Mass approved by the Syro Malabar Synod
started at Generalate Chapel on Sunday, 05 December 2021.
Fr George Aranchery CST offered Holy Mass and Fr Tiyo
Kochukavumpurathu CST gave homily for the day.

Regents, Bro Albin Muthukattil CST and Bro Jobin Arattukulam

had their driving test and they got the driving license on 02
November. .
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ALUVA TIDINGS

Teachers’ Day

“Ateacher affects eternity.” He can never tell where his influence
steps. We celebrated Teachers’ Day on 4" September and
extended our teachers warm greetings of the day. The felicitation
meeting was held at 11.45 a.m. in the seminary auditorium. Fr.
Baiju Kattikaran and Bro. Alan Characheril delivered the message
of the day. Second year students of Philosophy staged a beautiful
chain song.

Silver Jubilee Celebration of Priestly Ordination

LFS celebrated the silver jubilee of the priestly ordination of Fr.
Tomy Alumkalkarot CST, President of Little Flower Institute of
Philosophy and Religion on September 18™". Invited guests
including priests, nuns and Fr. Tomy’s family members were
present for Holy Mass, felicitation meeting and lunch. The jubilee
celebration was a platform to thank Fr. Tomy for all his services
in the Congregation and to the seminary community.

Semester Examinations

The long-awaited days at last arrived. The semester
examinations started on 23 September and ended on 30.
Brothers were busy with their preparations and studies. All have
passed the exams with good results.

Showers of blessings

We celebrated the feast of our Heavenly Patroness with all its
solemnity on the 3™ October. The nine days of novena in
preparation for the feast started on 24" of September with a day
of fasting. We had the Novena and the Holy Qurbana in the
evening. Fathers from different Religious houses and priests
from near by parishes were invited, to enlighten the community
with different features of Theresian spirituality. The homilies were
enriching and thought provoking. On the Feast day, Fr.Tiyo
Kochukavumpurath CST was the main celebrant of the Holy
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Mass. Rev. Fr. George Mundaplackal OCD, Superior of St.
Tressa Monastery Ernakulam preached the homily. Invited
guests from near by Ashrams and Convents joined for the Agape
at noon.

Contextual Philosophical Programme [CPP]

The 3 year philosophers of LFS Major Seminary had the
contextual philosophical programme in Gorakhpur and Nepal.
Amidst of many challenges of the pandemic, 26 brothers began
their itinerary on 4" October, accompanied by Fr Bajiu Kattikaran
CST. After the Third session of General Synaxis, Fr Tigi also
joined the group. Brothers spent 10 days in Gorakhpur mission
and had classes and village experiences. The 10 days life in
the Nepal mission was virtually an eye-opening occasion for all
of us. It really enriched each one of us with missionary zeal,
especially those who have never seen the missionary
endeavours of North India. We whole heartedly thank Rev Fr
Sabu Kandamkettiyil CST, Provincial Superior of Little Flower
Province, Provincial Councillors, Fr Roy Kizhakkumkara, Mission
Superior, Nepal, Fr Michael Chirayath, Rev Fathers, brothers,
sisters and every one for your hospitality, concern, love and
magnanimity in welcoming us and organising everything in a
meticulous way. We also remember gratefully our Superior
General and the seminary administration who granted us
permission to take up this challenging venture in this pandemic
season. We can never forget the incredible experience of CPP
left in our hearts.

A short visit to home

After having finished the semester examinations and the Feast
of St. Little Flower, first year brothers and non-CST brothers left
for home vacation. The second years remained in the seminary
and were engaged with various works. They got a half day outing
to have a glimpse of Aluva town and the surroundings. The
seminary reopened on 11" of October and resumed second
semester classes.
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Rosary devotion

The rosary devotion in the seminary was from 22" to 31s
October. On these days the Holy Qurbana was at 6.15 p.m.
followed by Holy Rosary and Benediction of the Holy Eucharist.
It was an occasion to increase our devotion and affinity to the
Blessed Virgin Mary.

Group dynamism

“An unexamined life is not worth living”, said Socrates. Our dear
Fathers of seminary took a special effort in guiding us to climb
the step of personal excellence. The second group dynamism
of this academic year was held on 27-28 October. We had the
privilege of having the resourceful person, Rev. Sr. Dr. Dona
SCV, who spent her time with us in order to nurture our personal
excellence. It helped each of us to be dynamic through different
activities and had time to think about ourselves. We gratefully
remember her precious service in building up our lives. This
event did help us to revitalize our spirit to start the second
semester with much more enthusiasm.

Extension lectures

Two seminars and one webinar were organized by Little Flower
Major Seminary. On 19" October a webinar was conducted on
the theme “Straina Samarpithathawam”, by Rev. Sr. Sonia
Therese DSJ. On 20" September a seminar was conducted on
the topic “Sthree: Vyakthiyum, Dauthyavum, Shusrushayum”
by Mrs. Lizy Fernandez. On 6" November a seminar was
conducted on the topic “Sthree: Sahithyathilum, Cinimayilum,
Samoohathilum” by Prof. Dr Muse Mary. These seminars could
help us to imbibe various views on feminist philosophical
reflections in a wider social and cultural context.

YMCA Prayer Meeting

On 8" November, members of YMCA Aluva, conducted a prayer
section in the seminary auditorium in the evening. First and
second year brothers participated in it. Fr. Johnson Jacob, Vicar
of St. Thomas Mar Thoma Church, Aluva, delivered the
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message, based on the topic “Beauty from Darkness” based on
the Gospel of Mathew 11:28-30. He exhorted not to get upset
and alienated as we pass through the covid pandemic
experiences. Jesus, the wounded healer is our role model and
we have to draw strength from Him in our life journey.

KOOTTU-2k21

The Home Day of Little Flower Major Seminary was celebrated
on 11™ November 2021 along with the anticipated birthday
celebration of our beloved Rector, Fr Saji Nellikunnel. Mar Thomas
Thuruthimattam, Bishop of Gorakhpur Diocese was the main
celebrant of Holly Qurbana. The first-year Philosophy students
gave leadership to the celebrations of the day. There was a
friendly volley ball match between first year and second year
brothers on the eve of home day. Morning section of the home
day was set apart for games. The cultural programme started at
6.30 p.m. at the LFS Auditorium. Mar Thomas Thuruthimattam
extended birthday greetings to Fr Rector. Variety of cultural
programmes by first year philosophers, made the evening
colourful and jovial.

Remembering the Departed

The Memorial Holy mass for all the Departed Fathers and Brothers
of Little Flower Congregation was celebrated on 13" November
at our seminary chapel. Rev Fr George Aranchery CST, the
Vicar General, was the main celebrant of the Holy Qurbana. Fr
Francis Chittinappally, the Provincial Superior of St. Joseph’s
Province delivered homily. After the Holy Qurbana, there was
prayer service for the departed souls at the cemetery chapel.
Many family members of the departed Fathers and Brothers
participated in the programme.

Birthdays and Festal Greetings

Birthdays and feast days are memorable since it is a blissful and
inspirational days for all of us. In bygone months we had the
ocassions to remember and pray for our dear fathers who
celebrated their birthdays and feast days. We celebrated on 6th
Sept, the birthday of Rev. Fr. Joyce Peedikayil; on 7" Sept, the
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birthday of Rev. Fr. Joseph Mundolickal and on 28" Sept. the
birthday of Fr. Tigi Thanniyi. We extended festal greetings to Fr.
Saji Nellikunnel on September 21 ,and Rev. Fr. Tigi Thanniyil,
Rev. Fr. Kottanalloor on 9" October respectively.

Silver and Golden Jubilee Celebrations

We celebrated the Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee of Fr. Sebastian
Puthenchirayil and Silver Jubilee of Fr. Antony Kannapilly on
18" November in the seminary. It was an occasion for all of us
to extend our warm Jubilee greetings to dear Fathers and thanked
them for their dedicated priestly ministry in the Congregation.

Advent

Advent is a time of expectation. We are preparing ourselves for
the birth of the Saviour with a joyful heart. We wish you all Merry
Christmas and Bright New Year.

Correspondant
Little Flower Seminary
Aluva
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ST. JOSEPH'S PROVINCE
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ST. THOMAS PROVINCE

Official News

On October 1, 2021, the foundation stone for the Shopping
Complex and Language Institute at Chelavoor was laid by Rev.
Fr. Provincial Superior.

On October 2, 2021, we celebrated the feast of St. Therese, our
heavenly patroness. Mar. Remigiose Inchananiyil, Bishop of
Thamarassery and Rt. Rev. Dr. Varghese Chakkalackal, Bishop
of Kozhikode, and Provincial Superior and religious superiors
graced us with their presence and took part in the prayer service
and the Agape that followed.

Representatives from our province attended the Holy Eucharistic
celebration held at Mookkannur on the death anniversary of Rev.
Basilius Panat, our founder. A webinar on our Founder was
attended by Fathers.

On October 9, 2021, an online meeting of vocation promoters
was held. All of the zonal vocation promoters took part in it. The
meeting discussed the challenges and opportunities for vocation
promotion during the Corona and post-Corona periods.

On October 9, 2021, a meeting of all those involved in pastoral
ministry and all those interested in media mission was held at
the provincial house. The meeting’s main topics were the media
ministry and the Theresian Associates. A five-member committee
was formed to facilitate media ministry.

Fr. Joby Edamuriyil, Provincial Superior, paid visits to our fathers
working in various dioceses in Europe. Fr. Provincial also paid
visits to various agencies and benefactors. He left for Germany
on October 13 and returned on November 28.

Death Anniversaries

Fr. Thomas Ottalankal’s first death anniversary was October 5,
2021. On that day, priests from our province paid their respects
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to him. On the same day, a booklet titled “Shilpi” about Fr. Thomas
Ottalankal was published.

On the 19th of October, we also commemorated Fr. Shanoj
Mattathilanikkal’s death anniversary.

Appointments

Fr. Binoy Vazhayil has been appointed as the procurator of
Puzhpagiri Ashram in Palakuzhy.

Fr. Jithin Vellappattu has been appointed as the procurator of
Puzhpanikethana Ashram in Guruvanikkara.

Annual Retreat

The annual retreat of the St. Thomas Province was held from
November 15 to November 19 at the Anugraha Retreat Centre
in Vaduvanchal. Rt. Rev. Dr. Varghese Chakkalackal, Bishop of
Kozhikode, preached the retreat. The retreat was attended by
37 priests. It was a truly unforgettable experience for all who
took part.

Fr. George Korattiyil was hospitalized for three weeks. He is
currently resting in the Provincial House.

Fathers Sijo Thottathil, Saji Cheruchilambil, Jiyo Kurisummooaittil,
and Bosco Puthenvattappillil came for their annual holidays.
After their vacations, they returned to their parishes.

The regents’ monthly recollection was held on October 31 and
November 1 at Little Flower Minor Seminary in Kalpetta. It is the
first time they have met since beginning their regency.

On November 3, 2021, Fr. Tom Pazheparambil left for Rome for
further studies in Formation. We wish him the best of luck in his
studies.

Br. Mathew Palathinkal, a perpetually professed member and
third-year theologian at St. Thomas Apostolic Seminary, has left
the Congregation.
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Due to personal issues, Bro. Albin Mundiyankal, a first-year
Philosophy student, left the Congregation.

Little Flower School, Chelavoor, has been upgraded to the senior
secondary level. Congratulations to the management team for
their tireless efforts in obtaining it.

Fr. Provincial Superior paid an official visit to the Novitiate House
on the 1st and 2nd of December and met the novices in person.
Fr. Provincial, along with Fr. Biju Kollakombil, the Provincial
Econome, met His Excellency, Mar Jacob Manathodath, bishop
of Palghat, and Mar Peter Kochupurackal, auxiliary bishop, on
December 3rd to discuss our pastoral services in Palakuzhy

and Vayaloor, Pettickal.
2

HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS

Dear Rev Fr Rogi Narithookkil CST
for the Professor in Charge in Pontifical
University of St. Thomas Aquinas,
Angelicum, Rome, ITALY
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KHRIST JYOTI PROVINCE

Feast of St. Therese of the Child Jesus

On the first of October, we celebrated the feast of St. Therese
with much solemnity at our Khrist Jyoti Provincial House,
Hanumangarh. In preparation for the feast, we had nine days of
novena at our Provincial House. On the day of the feast, we
began our feast celebration with the Holy Mass at 11:00 am,
Rev. Fr. Saju Kuthodiputhenpurayil CST, the Provincial Superior
was the main celebrant. Frs. Mathew Kumpuckal, John Kudilil,
Shibu Menachery, Roby Kizhkumkara concelebrated with him.
Fr. Soji Olickal delivered the sermon. After the Holy Mass, we
had a sumptuous meal followed by a mission gathering. Fr. Roby
Kizhakumkara CST, Mission Superior of Nepal region, shared
the missionary works that the CST fathers are doing and the
scope of the mission. Fathers and sisters from Punjab-Rajasthan
have partaken in the feast day celebration.

Webinar for Parents

In order to recapture the memory of the past and to spread the
Theresian spirituality, we conducted a webinar for the parents
of the fathers in the province on 3 October 20212 via Zoom. We
set out the webinar at 3:30 pm and Fr. Ajeesh Pareeckal CST
moderated the program. Rev. Fr. Jojo Varakukalayil CST, the
Superior General and Rev. Fr. Saju Kuthodiputhenpurayil CST,
the Provincial Superior addressed the meeting. In the same
meeting, Rev. Fathers from our Province shared their insights
on the Theresain spirituality. All the family members were glad
to see again and they cherished their good memories.

General Synaxis

Rev. Fr. Saju Kuthodiputhenpurayil CST, the Provincial Superior,
went to Kerala on 7 October to participate in the extended session
of General Synaxis, arranged at Little Flower Generalate,
Thrikkakara, Kerala. During his stay in Kerala, he has participated
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in the General body meeting of Little Flower Seminary, Aluva
and the inter-province meeting arranged by the Generalate
through online.

Visit to Seminarians

Rev. Fr. Provincial, during his visit to Kerala, paid a short friendly
visit to our Brothers who are studying Theology in different
seminarians. He visited Vidya Jyoti, Delhi, Khristu Jyoti,
Bangalore, St. Thomas Apostolic Seminary, Kottayam and
Capuchin Vidya Bhavan, Thellakam. He also met our Brothers
at Little Flower Seminary, Aluva.

Participated in the Melas

Rev. Fr. Provincial participated in the Feast celebration of St.
Therese of Lisiuex at Little Flower Church, Sri Muktsar sahib on
30 October. He also participated in the Mission Mela at
Mallewala on 4 November, organized by the Eparchy of
Faridabad.

Annual Retreat

To rejuvenate our lives and to stoke the missionary zeal, the
annual retreat of the Khrist Jyoti Province was conducted in the
Provincial House, Hanumangarh from 10" -15" October. Mar
Remigios Inchaniyil the Bishop Thamarassery was the retreat
preacher. Fathers spent the days fruitfully in reflection and
meditation. He also visited our mission stations in Punjab-
Rajasthan.

Meetings for Progress

On the 6th of October, we had an online meeting with the
formators of our province. In that meeting, we discussed the
present status and the future ventures of the Province.

On 9 November we had another online meeting for the Petals
editorial board, to discuss and the changes we have to implement
in publishing the news bulletin.
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On 15th November we had a meeting of the committee for
obtaining legal documents, at Khrist Jyoti Provincial house,
Hanumangarh. Fr. Saju Kuthodiputhenpurayil CST, the Provincial
Superior, chaired the meeting.

To discuss and to know the progress of the Golden Jubilee
committee, we had a meeting on 15 November at Khrist Jyoti
Provincial House, Hanumangarh. It was a fruitful session to plan
out the Golden Jubilee Celebration.

A meeting of Mangers and Principles of our Schools in Punjab
was held at Sacred Heart Convent School, Malout on 19
November. Rev. Fathers and Sisters participated in the meeting
and Fr. Saju Kuthodiputhenpurayil CST, the Provincial Superior
Fr. Joby Palankara CST, the Educational Secretary addressed
the gathering. They have addressed the various problems we
are facing in the School and had a fruitful discussion regarding
various matters.

On 20 November we had an online meeting of the Vocation
Bureau of the Khrist Jyoti Province. Rev. Fr. Provincial Superior
addressed the meeting and discussed the challenges and
measures regarding getting good candidates for our Province.

Visitors Diary

We received lots of guests in October and November. On 2
October, Sacred Heart Sisters from Magsudan visited Provincial
House and joined us for lunch.

On 26 October Fr. George Arancherry CST, the Vicar General
and Fr. John Kappiarumalayil CST, the General Councillor along
with Fr. Jis Kizhakkel CST and Fr. Litto CST, visited our Provincial
House.

On 2 November, Mar. Jacob Manamthodath, Bishop of Palakkad
paid a short visit to the Provincial House along with Fathers
from his Diocese. He has joined us for the lunch.
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Rt. Rev. Dr Oswald Lewis, the Bishop of Jaipur visited the
Provincial House on the 6 November, as part of a pastoral visit
to Little Flower Church, Hanumangarh Bypass Church.

On 16 November, Mar Jose Puthenveetil, the auxiliary Bishop of
the Eparchy of Faridabad came to Provincial House, to visit the
mission stations of Rajasthan. He stayed back in the Provincial
house for a sleepover.

Sr. Lilly SJSM, the Provincial Superior and the Provincial
Councillors Sr. Annnies SJSM, and Sr. Shaly SUJSM came to
Provincial House on 25 November. They have visited our Punjab
mission stations from 26 to 28 November in view of starting a
new convent in Punjab.

All the best for the new ministry

To do pastoral ministry in the Diocese of Dunkeld, Fr. Dijo Urulel
CST went to Scotland on 10 November. Fr. Antony Anumura
CST welcomed him at the airport. All the best dear father, for
your future ministries.

Jyoti Badminton Tournament 2021

To foster the fraternal love and community spirit, the
Hanumangarh zone conducted a Badminton tournament for our
Fathers in the Khrist Jyoti Province on 4 and 5 November 2021
at Sacred Heart Convent School, Suratgarh. In which Frs. Sinoj
Ambalathotty CST and Jobin Moolan became the champions,
Frs. Ajeesh Pareekal CST and Dony Mullakariyil CST, the first
runner up and Frs. Vincent Chittinappilly CST and Bino Pariyadan
CST, the second runner up. Rev. Fr. Saju Kuthodiputhenpurayil
CST, the Provincial Superior, gave the trophies and congratulated
the winners and organizers for their initiative.
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New Appointments and Transfers

Name

New Appointment

Fr

. Augustine Varakil

Superior of Little Flower
Ashram, Raman

Fr

. Bijo Kalayakkattil CST

Superior of Little Flower
Ashram, parish Priest of
Infant Jesus Church,
manager of St. Alphonsa
High School and Director
of Alphonsa Dispensary,
Sikhwala.

Fr

. Rijo Menachery CST

Relieved for Language
Studies, Member at Khristu
Jyothi Mission Bhavan,
Mudickal, Kerala.

Fr

. Melbin Thekkemalil CST

Priest in Charge and
Manager of St. Mary’s
School, Panniwala.

Fr

. Akhil Thattamparmbil CST

Priest in Charge of Muduki.

Fr

. Jobin Moolan CST

Procurator of Holy Cross
Ashram, Asst. manager of
Holy Cross School, Asst.
Parish Priest of Holy Cross
Church, Danewala. Higher
studies.

Fr

. Jobins Puthiyamangalath CST

Priest in charge of
Sujangarh and
Rathangarh Mission
Stations, Member at St.
Mary’s Ashram, Sikar.

Fr

. Sebastian Kalapurackal CST

Priest in charge of St. Paul’'s
Mission Station, Manager of
St. Paul's School, Jaisalmer.

Fr

. Vincent Chittinappilly CST

Manager, Basil Mission
School, Kotli Road.

Fr

. Siril Pothen CST

Procurator, Little Flower
Ashram, Director of Xavier
Printing Press, Muktsar, Asst
Manager of Basil Mission
School, Kotli Road.
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LITTLE FLOWER PROVINCE

CHARGAWAN, GORAKHPUR

Showers of Blessings

We celebrated the Feast of our Heavenly Patroness with all its
solemnity and due importance. The Novena in preparation for
the feast commenced on 22 September and it was a day of
prayer and fasting. The Fathers were invited to enlighten the
community with different themes of Theresian Spirituality. On 1%
October the festal celebrations came to its culmination with the
Solemn High Mass officiated by His Excellency Mar Thomas
Thuruthimattam CST. The Holy Eucharist was in Syro Malabar
Rite in Hindi. His Excellency Mar Dominic Kokkatt CST also
graced the occasion with his presence. The homily was preached
by Rev Fr Francis Kilivallickal. The choir was led by Brothers
doing Regency in the Province, Children from Prateeksha and
LST Sisters. There were the presence of many Fathers and
Sisters from neighbouring Mission Stations and our neighbours
and well-wishers. The celebrations ended with an agape meal.
Fr Provincial Superior honoured Bishop Mar Thomas and Bishop
Mar Dominic on the occasion of the anniversary of their Episcopal
ordination. We wished and greeted them by cutting the cake.

Requiem Mass

On 4" October being the death anniversary of our Founder, Rev.
Fr. Basilius Panat CST. We had the Holy Eucharist in Syro
Malabar Rite in Malayalam. His Excellency Bishop Mar Thomas
Thuruthimattam offered Holy Mass with CST Fathers in the
Provincial House. There was the presence of Malayali
community.

Contextual Philosophical Programme

The Third Year Philosophers from Aluva Seminary visited
Gorakhpur and Nepal Mission as part of their course in
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philosophy (Contextual Philosophical Programme). They arrived
here on 7" October. Fr Baiju Kattikaran and Fr Tigi Thanniyil
accompanied them. Fr Provincial welcomed them to the
community. They had class, sharing sessions and village
exposure in the Gorakhpur Mission Stations. Thereafter they
left to Nepal for their programme. They spent almost three weeks
here. They left to Kerala on 29" October.

Visit of the Shepherd

His Excellency Mar Remegious Inchananickal, Bishop of
Thamarassery, as part of his visit to Nepal Mission visited and
stayed in the Provincial House. Bishop had visited all our mission
stations in Nepal. We specially remember and thank for his
friendly visit to our mission and encouragement.

Being with our Spiritual Mother

October is a month which is specially dedicated to Blessed Virgin
Mary. We conducted 10 days of Solemn Holy Rosary from
October 21. The participation of the Malayali community in the
Rosary devotion added much vigour and dynamism for the prayer.
On the last day we concluded the Rosary with an agape.

The Ward level rosary devotion of the St. Antony’s Parish Church
was conducted in the Provincial House on13" October.

Happy Birthday Dear Fathers

On 28" October we celebrated the Birthday of Rev Fr Benoy
Palakuzhy. The celebration was conducted in the evening. There
was the presence of staff and seminarians from LF Seminary,
Aluva. Seminarians expressed their thanksgiving and experiences
of mission exposure during the celebration. On 30" October Fr
Cherian Puthusserry celebrated his birthday. We had the
celebrations in the evening. The presence of Fathers from
nearby stations really added to the beauty of the celebration.

Diwali Celebrations

On 5" November we celebrated the festival of lights. In the
evening we had prayers. Thereafter we lit our campus with diyas
and neighbouring families also joined us for our celebration.
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The celebration reached its culmination with delicious meal
prepared by the Malayali Community.

In the Presence of the Lord

Fathers of our Province had their Annual retreat and spiritual
renewal under the guidance of Rev Fr Mathew Palachuvattil,
from the diocese of Jalandhar at the Provincial House. The
Retreat commenced on 7" November evening and concluded
on 12" November at noon with priests meeting.

Mass for the Departed

On 2™ November being All Soul’s Day we had the Holy Mass at
the Cemetery. Fathers and Brothers attended the Mass. On
20" November Holy Mass was offered in the Jungle Sikri for
Father Roy’s Mother who had passed away. His Excellency
Bishop Mar Thomas Thuruthimattom was the main celebrant.
Fr Provincial Superior and Fr Roy were concelebrants. There
were fathers and sisters for the Eucharist.

Patna Mission

The Inauguration and Blessing of our new Little Flower Ashram
in Patna was on 18" November. His Grace Most Rev. Sebastian
Kallupura, the Archbishop of Patna officiated the Blessing
Ceremony. Rev. Fr Provincial Superior, CST Fathers from various
Mission Stations and Fathers and Sisters from the Diocese of
Patna attended and graced the occasion. This is the first Ashram
of the Little Flower Congregation in the diocese of Shamshabad
for the Syro-Malabar Migrants settled in and around Patna. Little
Flower Province is entrusted with the administrative, pastoral
and missionary autonomy in the territory comprising of the civil
states of Bihar and Jharkhand for evangelization of the people
and pastoral care of the Syro-Malabar migrants.

Feast of Christ the King

This year we were fortunate to participate at the feast of Corpus
Christi. The Holy Eucharist was at St Joseph’s Cathedral. His
Excellency Bishop Mar Thomas Thuruthimattom celebrated Holy
Mass. Many Fathers and Brothers attended the Holy Mass along
with the faithful of Gorakhpur Diocese.
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Recollection

Theologians and Regents had their monthly Recollection in
Nepal. On 22" November they left to Nepal and had Recollection
in Narayangarh Ashram. They visited Kathmandu and our
mission stations in Nepal.

A new Syncellus to the Eparchy of Shamshabad

Rev. Fr. Lona Kallely CST is appointed Vicar General (Syncellus)
of the Eparchy of Shamshabad. He is in-charge of the territory
comprising the Civil States of Bihar, Jharkhand, and part of Uttar
Pradesh where there is no proper territory of the Syro Malabar
Church at present. His appointment is with effect from 08
December 2021 and the installation and oath taking ceremony
took place on Sunday, 12 December at 09.00 a.m. in Little Flower
Ashram, Patna.

We congratulate Rev. Fr. Lona and wish him all the best. May
the Good Lord bless him to fulfil faithfully the duties of the new
office entrusted to him.

Wish you all a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New

Year
*

@RINMmmMaBUd

aHOAHOENIOE 0)alOWOS )@V Alle:00] RMOO80wW
OAOMOI® Mian). CRIMI &6eleil aulagav.gl. @rajm
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AFRICAN NEWS

SAHIHI YAMUNGU
(SIGNATURE OF GOD)

Greetings from Little Flower African Mission!

We wish you all a Graceful Advent Season and a Blessed
Christmas and Happy New Year 2022.

Joint Meeting

We had a joint meeting of the General Administration and the
members of the African Mission on 26 September 2021. It was
organized from the office of the Secretary of Evangelization
through Google meet. Rev. Fr. Superior General addressed the
meeting and shared his thoughts about the need of expanding
our mission in the coming future. Rev. Fr. John Kapiarumalayil,
Secretary of Evangelization appreciated the hard work of each
member in our mission. This meeting was very positive and
encouraging. We would like to thank especially Rev. Fr. Superior
General and his Councillors for this initiative.

New Mission Superior and Team

We thank Almighty God for His manifold graces on the Mission.
During the morning session of the Annual meeting of Little Flower
Mission held at Dar es Salaam on October 2021, Very. Rev. Fr.
Superior General announced through a video conference Fr.
Jojesh Paul Ottaplackal as the New Mission Superior of Little
Flower Mission. After the declaration of the new Mission Superior,
there was an election for the Mission Econome and Mission
Secretary in which Fr. Philip Kallampalckal and Fr. Joby
Thekkevayalumkal were elected respectively.

Asante Sana!

All the members of our mission appreciate with deep gratitude
while remembering the selfless service of Rev. Fr. Jose
Panikulangara, the former mission superior for the past six years.
He was really the backbone and strength of this mission from its
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beginning. In fact, his life and love for mission is good model for
each of us.

Holidays

Fr Jojesh and Fr Joby went to India for holidays and treatments
on 11 October and came back safe on 19 November 2021.

5t Death Anniversary of Rev. Fr. Shanoj

We prayed for our beloved Fr. Shanoj on his 5" Death
Anniversary who went ahead of us to the heavenly aboard; we
offered a special Memorial Mass on 19 October for him in our
mission stations. May Fr. Shanoj intercede for our Mission in
Africa.

In Search of New Pastures

Fr Jojesh and Philip made visits in search of opening new
parishes and to buy the land for our future developments in the
Dioceses of Morogoro in Tanzania, Meru, and Ngong in Kenya
in the month of November and December 2021.

Vocation Promotion

It was a long-cherished dream for us to begin formation in the
soil of Africa. As the first step towards it, we have started to
nurture and promote vocations to the priesthood and religious
life from Tanzania and Kenya for the year 2022. We request
your kind prayers for the success of this ministry.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH SUBIRA, SONGEA
Feast of St. Therese

The Feast of St Therese of Child Jesus, patroness of the Mission
Station Lihwena, was celebrated solemnly on Sunday, 24
October, with the preparation of nine days of Novena. Rev. Fr
Michael Kahmera, Professor, St Augustine Major Seminary,
Peramiho, Songea, was the main celebrant. The Holy Mass was
followed by entertainment programs by the Catechism children.

Congratulations!
Fr Jojesh Ottaplackal, Parish Priest, Subira, Songea, being
appointed the new Mission Superior, was on a visit to India from
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October. In his absence, Frs Febin, Jose Panikulangara, and
Binoy came to help in the ministry, especially on Sundays.

ST GABRIEL PARISH MBAGALA KUU, DAR ES SALAAM
Parish Feast Day Celebrations

Sacraments like 17 marriages, 18 child baptisms, 26 adult
baptisms were administered on the Feast day of St. Gabriel and
St. Therese. 60 new children were admitted to the Association
of Holy Childhood. 33 young boys have joined officially the Altar
Boys. Fr. Philip Kallamplackal CST, Vicar of Mtandika Parish,
celebrated the Holy Eucharist. In Tanzania, feast day celebration
is the moment of coming together of whole parish like a family,
enjoying the day with cultural dances, songs, food, and gifts for
children.

Conclusion of Rosary Month

On 31st October, we had celebrated the Feast of the Visitation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth and the solemn conclusion
of the month of Rosary. This evening we have prayed together
with the Holy Rosary. Many of our faithful joined for the Holy
Eucharistic Celebration and Rosary Procession.

Uje Roho Mtakatifu (Come Holy Spirit!)

Receiving the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucharist
completes one’s initiation into the Catholic Church. The month
of November in our parish witnessed the grace of God plenty
upon 67 children as they received the sacrament of confirmation.
Bishop Stephano Musomba, the Auxiliary Bishop of the
Archdiocese of Dar Es Salaam conferred them the sacrament of
Confirmation. Children in the Third and fourth Standard who
received the Sacrament of Reconciliation were the enrolled ones
for the receiving of this Sacramental Preparation Program.

Raha Ya Milele Umpe Ee Bwana (All Souls Day)

In the month of November, we especially remembered and prayed
for the repose of the souls. On 2nd November we celebrated
Holy Mass in the cemetery, in which many of the faithful
participated.
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Mission Annual Meeting and Feast of St. Therese

Little Flower Mission’s Annual Meeting was conducted in Dar
Es Salaam on 5th and 6th October. We had a great time together
with all the members of the mission to share the joy and vision
of our ministry. Feast of St. Therese was celebrated with Solemn
Eucharistic Celebration and Dinner. Many religious priests and
sisters working in the different parts of Dar es Salaam were
invited and joined us for the celebration. Children of Holy
Childhood sang the Choir and received the appreciation of many
guests. Most of our CST fathers were present and it was a
chance to share about our Congregation and Mission to many
guests.

Wiki ya Neema (Charismatic Convention)

From 3rd to 12th December we had a powerful and transforming
experience of God, which came to be known as ‘Baptism in the
Spirit. Charismatic Convention in our parish truly helped people
to prepare during this season of Advent for Christmas.

ALL SAINTS MISSION MTANDIKA, IRINGA
All Saints Parish Feast

All Saints Parish, Mtandika celebrated its feast of All Saints on
31st October with great enthusiasm and joy. People from all the
15 villages came for the celebration. VG of the diocese
administered the sacrament. On this day 77 children received
the sacrament of Confirmation. They were having one week of
intense preparation for the sacrament by staying in the parish.
140 students attended this intense preparatory course and out
of which 77 received the confirmation.

Seminar for catechists and Parish Leaders

We have arranged a one-week seminar for the catechists and
parish leaders. Fr. Sebastian MSFS guided the seminar.
Catechists and leaders from all the 15 outstations participated
in the same.
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Graduation Ceremony of Form Four Students

The Graduation Ceremony of Form Four Students was conducted
in our parish. Parish Priest Fr. Philip Kallamplackal was the chief
guest and distributed the certificate to the students.

Visit of Rev. Fr. Superior General, MST Fathers

We were blessed with the visit and stay of Rev. Fr. Antony
Perumanoor, Superior General of the MST congregation

LITTLE FLOWER PARISH CHURCH, NZINJE, DODOMA

We thank the Lord for the wonderful year 2021. This year we
have received spiritual and material blessings abundantly.

New Constructions

Construction of the office of the Parish Priest, Grotto, and
Perpetual Adoration Chapel is going on.

Popular Mission Retreat

From 12th to 17th December 2021 we have a popular mission
retreat in the parish. Our parishioners are involved with the
preparations of the retreat for a spiritual renewal of life to receive
Christ Jesus. It will be the first ever experience for the Nzinje
parishioners.

Kongamano la Watoto (Gathering of children of Holy
Childhood)

On the Feast of the Holy Innocents, we will have a gathering of
holy childhood children from 11 parishes. We are expecting 1600
children including their caretakers on that day.

Theresian Bible Quiz

On the day of the feast of holy innocents and the gathering of
children of holy childhood, we are planning to conduct a Theresian
Bible Quiz under the banner of the CST African Mission for
children. The awards will be 100,000/- 50,000/- 30,000/-
respectively for the first, second, and third prizes. If we go
successful, we are planning to conduct this Quiz Programme
every year during the gathering of children. The competition will
be conducted on a parish base.
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Hearty Welcome!

We have extended a warm welcome to our new mission superior
Fr Jojesh Paul Ottaplackal and Fr Philip, our econome. Fr Jojesh
offered the Holy Eucharist. We wished him all the blessings
ahead of his work and responsibilities.

LITTLE FLOWER PRE&PRIMARY SCHOOL, NZINJE,
DODOMA

School Day

Little Flower School completed its second year on 10/ 12/ 2021
with a colorful school day. Fr Jojesh Paul, the Mission Superior
was the Chief Guest and inaugurated the school day. We had
colorful programmes by our little buds and distributed certificates
and gifts for their academic and extra-curricular activities of
excellence. On 17/01/2022 next academic year will officially start
and we go one more step ahead with the second standard as
the senior-most students of Little Flower School. We thank Holy
Spirit Sisters for their wonderful services for the growth and

development of our school.
L 4
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Death, Life, Love and Joy
Fr. Aneesh Theeyathettu CST

The greatest miracle a human being can ever witness or
experience in life is the life itself that vibrates within oneself and
keeps the universe ever vibrant. The greatness of life lies in its
‘ever-liveliness’ which makes life the liveliest of all. More
importantly, what makes a person vibrant is the realization of
the vitality of the life within and the life around. We are at the
threshold of witnessing the birth of the Saviour who provides life
for all. “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly”
(Jn. 10:10).

The celebration of Christmas falls again at the darkest
time of the year. But still it is a festival of light. It is the fulfillment
of the prophecy of prophet Isaiah that; “The people that walked
in darkness have seen a great light; on those who live in land
of deep shadow a light has shone” (Isa. 9:2). Thus the lives of
the people in Gorakhpur mission are lighted with the joy of
Christmas. The darkness of disappointment, sorrows and the
problems of the life of the people over here is taken away with
the marvelous celebration of Christmas.

Christmas, the Celebration of Life, entitles us to celebrate
it with all its purity, holiness and goodness. As per the present
situations of India it is very often easy to dilate on the importance
and purity of Christmas in a place where there are Christians in
a large number. But it becomes little difficult to recount the
exquisiteness of Christmas in a place where there are less
number of christians. Even though we, the missionaries of
Gorakhpur area, face the same difficulty, we are very glad to
unfold the ways of celebrating Christmas here while spreading
the joy of Christmas over and over again with the people of
Gorakhpur irrespective of cast, creed, sex and belief.

Even though the number of Christians is less here, there
are many people over here who believe in Christ and being
faithful to the church while they continue to be in their own
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religion. We work among them while spreading the joy of the
Infant Jesus that he provides for the whole world. Thus one of
the important ways of celebrating the real meaning of Christmas
here among the people is by discovering Christ where he always
wanted to be: among the downtrodden, the small, the outcast
and the poor. We don‘t have the beauty of Christmas carols
here in the same way as we witness it in the different parts of
the world. But on the festival of Christmas many people approach
us for our prayers, to see the beautiful crib prepared, to enjoy
the delicious Christmas cakes and above all to partake in our
joy and happiness. It is really a blessing to see the fair and
square faces of the children when they approach with their
greetings of the Christmas. We too have the opportunity to bless
them with the graces of the Infant Jesus.

The goodness of Jesus still continues to illuminate the
whole world. Christmas is a call to be lights for the whole world.
Itis a call to lighten the lives of the people who are in darkness.
So, | feel that the Christmas celebration in these areas go very
well so far so good. Because we spread the joy of Christ through
our lives and enable the people to imbibe the vitality and joy of
Christmas.
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CHRIST MISSING MASSES OF NORTH INDIA

Fr. Binu Kottamurickal CST

Christmas is universal. You will find Christmas
celebrations in every nook and corner of the world. Christmas
transcends the limits of the religion. Yes, the celebration of
Christmas is popular everywhere, but not the Christ. Christ is
an uncelebrated celebrity in the Northern States of India, due to
many factors. In Malls, you will find Christmas Tree, not the
manger; you will find Santa clause, but not the Infant Jesus. For
them, Christmas is all about receiving the gifts not saviour.
Amazingly, Christmas is celebrated everywhere but people are
never heard of Christ. Those were very common situations of
the Northern States. But scenarios are likely to be changed,
with the active missionary and social works in the states where
Christ is unknown.

Making Christ known, in the extreme Hindutva
political time, is strenuous and toilsome. In a situation, where
gathering people for any social functions, is taken into account
as conversion, preaching Christ's Message would bring chaos
in the community. But just as light cannot been hidden, the
Christ's message is exposed at the rooftop, through the values
we share, the message of life we bring before them. Christ
reaches them indirectly, when they live a life based on values,
based on love, on tolerance. Yes. We could find the star of the
Bethlehem in their eyes and a manger in their hearts. That’s the
biggest Christmas we can celebrate. Now, through our manifold
interventions in the society in various capacity, the people of
North India comes to know more about Christ. And few of them,
found that in their Christmas, Christ is missing and they are left
with masses. Thus, as missionaries, we have the responsibility
to reveal the face of Christ in the masses, making it Christmas.
The people started realizing that the true and biggest gift they
can have is from Jesus not from Santa clause. The effort taken
by the missionaries finally started finding its result that people
came to know more about Christ. They feel comforted at the
presence of Christ. The priest and religious, they never forced
anyone. But lived a life that resembles the life of Christ. .
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SEMINARY FORMATION FOR MINISTRY

IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD

Fr. Dr. Sunny Pulichamackathottyil CST
Principal
Jesus Training B.Ed. College, Mala

It is true that the behaviour and performance of priests in general
is an index of the kind of seminary training they receive. The
present model of our seminary formation, in our congregation, is
informally assessed on the basis of the products of the system.
The biblical adage holds good here: “By their fruits you shall
know them” (Matthew 12: 33). As | try to engage this topic,
“Seminary formation for ministry in the contemporary world: |
grapple with the question: What do the formators hope to achieve?
Why is it important to examine and discuss such an issue at this
particular time?”

There are some key words for special consideration and these
are: formation, candidate and seminary staff. Each of these words
carries a world of meaning. | focus more on the meaning of
formation.

In the particular context, our concern is with seminary formation,
which presupposes the sum total of all the processes that go
into the making of future priests. It goes without saying that these
learning processes occur within and outside the confines of the
seminary walls. They include formal and informal teaching and
learning situations, through and sometimes without the
instrumentality of the seminary staff. Next in importance is the
candidate, the principal beneficiary of the formation process.
Then, we have the seminary staff, who have been called as
seminary formators and they are facilitators of the formation
process.
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The Second Vatican Council’s decree on the Training of Priests
‘Optatam Totius’, begins with the words: “The Council is fully
aware that the desired renewal of the whole Church depends in
great part upon the priestly ministry animated by the spirit of
Christ...”. The Council of Trent describes, the future ministers
of the Church should be “rightly brought up, educated in religion,
and trained in ecclesiastical studies and religious practices.” If
so, priestly formation is given a prime place in our congregation.
Observations make us to ask some questions regarding the
efficacy of our seminary formation and to seek remedial
measures.

It seems that seminary formation that prevails in our congregation
is antiquated and out of touch with reality. At every stage of our
formation, the seminarians should be in touch with the social,
cultural, and religious realities. A field oriented training should
be given. Example is Nepal Mission work, Attappady tribal area
visit etc.

And it is reasonable to expect that education will spread and
improve in the coming years. Therefore, a new paradigm should
emerge in priestly training. A paradigm that is worth considering
for training of future ministers is that of spiritual leadership. The
spiritual leaders are not people who have learned facts and
mastered techniques but who can experience the reality of being
freed by the Gospel, who can personally glimpse meaning in
the midst of a fractured world and who can communicate this
meaning to others.

The goals of seminary formation should be provided with specific
skills, must possess good managerial skills, conflict resolution
skills and skills in interpersonal relationships. These skills further
include integrated studies in different subjects, with performance
based disciplines as teaching, preaching, counselling, manual
work etc.
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The growth and succession of any congregation is based on
how it contributes a great priest to a needy society. Due
importance is to be given to spiritual, mental, emotional and
physical aspects of the seminarian.

From the very beginning of our Little Flower Congregation, we
have succeeded to contribute great priests who work
wholeheartedly and are approved and loved by the community.
On this occasion, let's remember our founder Very Rev.Fr.
Basilius who worked with a fierce intention of the development
of our congregation. He himself was an exemplary model to all
seminarians and priests, a life based on hard work, punctuality,
respect for others and good behaviour. He was praised for his
these qualities.

A noticeable change that occurred during 1980s, spirituality has
changed and divorced from hard work and sincerity. People need
a priest who is approachable and is down to earth in his
behaviour. But this scenario presents a different picture. We
should over see how a seminarian behaves when he is assigned
to other houses after his formation course. Now the question is,
do they lack hard work and respectable behaviour in their
ministry? We need to take concrete and practical steps to form
priests who are good human beings because only such persons
can provide spiritual leadership. It would be better to consider
the following points.

We should change our vocation promotion procedure. Don’t give
importance to numbers but consider their family background.
The limitations are evident as the increasing number of
seminarians who leaves the congregation after the course.
Further, on their formation courses they should be given an
interacting session with senior priests to know the real life of
CST spirituality.
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If spiritual leadership is the matrix for priestly formation today,
the entire formation programme of a seminary must be geared to
the education of a student for professional ministry as a spiritual
leader.

One cannot be a good and effective priest, if one is not a good
human being. The priestly ministry will not be effective if the
priest does not command respect as a person of honesty, integrity,
justice and fairness.

The family and family upbringing play a crucial role in the growth
of a person. The family background of our seminarians may help
us to understand the crisis of values in seminaries. For the sake
of numbers, we continue to recruit young men without proper
screening and expect the seminary to work the miracle of
transforming them all into good priests.

Help the seminarians to make a passionate commitment to
personal growth. Aware the impact of the family and help him to
strive for a balanced growth of the whole person. Academic
excellence without corresponding human and emotional maturity
is useless. Human formation should be given adequate
importance in the seminary.

Take intellectual formation seriously. Cultivate a spirituality that
humanizes. We have plenty of piety, but not enough spirituality
that liberates and humanizes. Spirituality is a combination of
praying and living.

Formators should be trained properly before the appointment.
The administers should take keen interest to give formators
orientation programme at least for one year prior to their
appointment.

The formators should consider the importance of manual work.
In the beginning of our congregation it was seen in the formation
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houses where the students carry out most of the works. The
works vary from household to garden work, from social to
charitable works. In many places the fact that the formators and
the other staff working along with the students, is really a boosting
for the young students. In our formation houses, minor seminary
to major seminary the students should get chance to learn and
earn on their own. The cost of living is rising higher and the cost
of vegetables and grains too in this pandemic time. Work thus
responds not only to an economic and social need, but also to
an evangelical demand. Very Rev.Fr. Basilius our founder had
focused his life on the spirituality of work and that was
communicated to the students. May we follow his example!

Wish you all very Happy Christmas and Bright New Year

@Gl MBI

RAMMIVIOEI HaNOIE: @RS TVIMNEAQ
emlea$aiiglolad mlam)o (Slad@ym aluslo
Hoyemlesnaumleno (aladlod] osscmogelwilealo
eniloysomamo emiloydo GMSIW
Mian). RAUIB aelago @M
@REINMBMEBBRUS... @RYUVOMVHUD ...
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA EXPERIENCE

Fr. Bibin Chakkumkulath CST
Catholic Diocese of Goroka

I am Fr. Bibin Chakkumkulath CST. | belong to St. Thomas
Province, Kozhikode. | was ordained on 02" January 2019 at
Lourdes Matha Church Kanchiyar, Idukki. After my ordination |
was asked by my Provincial Superior Rev. Fr. Joby John
Edamuriyil CST to go to Papua New Guinea to do the mission
service here. | landed in Papua New Guinea on 5™ September
2019 along with prior Superior General Very Rev. Fr. Francis
Kilivallickal CST, Provincial Superior Rev. Fr. Joby John
Edamuriyil CST and Fr. Shaibin Puthuppallil CST.

Where is Papua New Guinea

Papua New Guinea is a country in Oceania that
comprises the eastern half of the island of New Guinea and its
offshore islands in Melanesia (a region of the southwestern
Pacific Ocean north of Australia). Its capital, located along its
south-eastern coast, is Port Moresby. It is the world’s third largest
island country. The main languages of this country are Tok Pisin,
Hiri Motu and English. But there are 851 known languages in
the country, of which 11 now have no known speakers. There
are 22 provinces in this country. Motto of this country is Unity in
Diversity. National Anthem of this Country is “O arise, All You
Sons”. This country got freedom from Australia on 16"
September, 1975.

Province (State) of Goroka

The province Goroka is located in an east-central Papua
New Guinea, at south western Pacific Ocean. The climate of
this province is same like the climate of Idukki and Wayanad.
The attitude and character people here so appreciable. They
do respect missionary priests and admire their services. Majority
of the people of this province are farmers. Their main cultivation
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is vegetables and some are having coffee plantation too. Some
people look after fish and sell it for their livelihood.

The tradition of the catholic belief of this province is
around 125 years only. There are more than 20 denominations
in this province. The catholic populations of this province are
minority who are migrants from other provinces for jobs or other
businesses.

Diocese of Goroka

The diocese in which | am doing my mission service is
Diocese of Goroka. It is one of the smallest dioceses in this
country among 19 dioceses. The total size of this diocese is
almost 250 km only. In this diocese there are 9 parishes as well
as more than 20 out stations too. There are 11 priests in this
diocese. 5 priests are from Poland who belong to MSF
Congregation, 2 priests are from Indonesia who belong to SVD
Congregation, 2 national priests and two of us. At present we
don’t have any bishop. We expect and pray for a new bishop in
our diocese in 2022.

When | came here in this diocese, 3 months | used to
learn the language, TOK PISIN along with Fr. Chris Zokul, priest
from Poland and Fr. Paul Liwun, from Indonesia. On 1t
December 2019 | was appointed as Assistant Parish Priest of
Fr. Shaibin Puthuppallil CST at St. Rita Parish, Kainantu. After
6 months | was transferred to St. Joseph Church, Pundibasa on
28" June 2020 as Parish Priest.

CST Mission in Papua New Guinea

The pioneer missionary of Papua New Guinea is Fr.
Celestine Chakkalakkunnel CST who is vibrant and enthusiastic
in his 80s now. After him many priests took initiative from both
St. Joseph Province and St. Thomas province to come over
here and to do the mission work as the will of our Heavenly
Patron Little Flower that to proclaim the good news in all the
continents of this earth. The priests from St. Joseph province
do their mission work in Mendi diocese as parish priests.
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Fr. Celestine Chakkalakkunnel CST is in Koroba, Fr. Joice Paikal
CST is in Hedmari, Fr. Jijomon Thottungathara CST is in
Magarima and Fr. George Kurinjikkattu CST is in Nipa. But Fr.
Mathew Panachippuram CST who belongs to St. Thomas
Province does his mission work in Sogeri, which belongs to the
Arch-Diocese of Port Moresby. Fr. Shaibin Puthuppallil CST and

| do our mission work in Diocese of Goroka as parish priests.

My Experiense as Parish Priest

After being ordained it is my first experience to be the
parish priest. But where there are good people, it gives joy in
the heart to do the service meaningfully. My parish is in a village
almost 15 km away from the highway. Here catholic people are
minority. There are many denominations in my own village itself
like Baptist, Lutheran, Promised land, 7" day Adventist etc.
Sunday almost 60 people come for the Holy Mass. There is a
catholic mission school where almost 450 children have their
education here. As well as there is a small dispensary too under
the care of parish. | have an outstation which is near by the
highway. Its name is St. Peter and Paul Church, Yonki. In this
outstation around 30 people come for Sunday Holy Mass. The
approach of people is very good and highly appreciated. They
love to come to church for the Holy Mass. My parishioners are
village people whereas the believers in the out stations work in
different realms.

05" of September, 2021 | completed my 2 years in Papua
New Guinea. | am happy and satisfied very much in my priestly
life. There are many things to be learned from this people
especially regarding culture and the way of living. And many
good things can be contributed for them too. This mission life
teaches me to have satisfaction with what | have in my life. By
being in a small diocese | get more chances to work for diocese
and for people in different fields of Diocese. Above all | summarize
my mission life here in three words; Happiness, Peacef ulness
and Satisfaction.

\ 4
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Analysis of Papal Documents on Media and
Communications for Evangelization

Fr. Justin Palimattom CST
Introduction

We understand that communication is sending a message by
some one to somebody else through a medium, expecting
feedback. The Church understands evangelisation as
communication in this same way today. “We give thanks to God
for the presence of these powerful media which, if used by
believers with the genius of faith and in docility to the light of the
Holy Spirit, can facilitate the communication of the Gospel and
render the bonds of communion among ecclesial communities
more effective”(RD 6)." God has started this communication,
and it continues even today. The message remains the same,
though the medium has changed.

Some papal documents have helped the Catholic Church a lot
for developing an interest in media as a communication tool for
proclamation of the Word of God throughout its history. Some of
them are relevant and remarkable in a highly innovative
contemporary World.

With the Second Vatican Council’s “Inter Mirifica” (Decree on
the Mass Media), which is promulgated by Pope Paul VI in 1963,
the Church has stepped into the media communications
technologies. Later, documents like, “Communio et Progressio”
(1971), “Aetatis Novae” (1992), “Church and Internet” (2002),
“Caritas in Veritate” (2009), “Christus Vivit” (2019) and “The
Rapid Development” (2005), as well as differently focused
documents, including “Evangelii Nuntiandi” (1975) and
“Redemptoris Missio” (1990), “Ethics in Social Communication”
(2000) were also introduced by the popes.

" Pope John Paul Il, The Rapid Development, Apostolic letter (The Vatican 24
January 2005). https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-i/en/apost_letters/2005/
documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_20050124_il-rapido-sviluppo.html. (Online: 26.09.2019)
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The Church documents, which are related to the topic
‘communications’ point out the different views of the popes on
media communication, along with the concern of evangelisation,
which is the vital mission of the Church.

Observations and findings

The Papal documents successfully managed to address the topic
about media and its communication developments as never
before considered by the Vatican in the long history of the
Church.

It should note that the Roman Catholic Church has published
many documents about mass communications. But in the realm
of the technical and mathematical understanding of the media,
the Catholic Church is far away. In many documents, we see
the pope’s addressing the institutions and media press for the
ethics in communications and to use media as a communication
tool for spreading the Gospel. But as long as the Church
continues to consider the media as tools, it will always feel
threatened or betrayed.

It is the real-time for the Catholic Church to pursue a new attempt
to deepen its grip on the social means of communication with
the current findings of the communication science. Through this,
the church will achieve the involvement of the youngsters in
media. Such a reflection would provide a solid basis for a
successful catholic public relation.

The Church has been criticised as being too old-fashioned and
tradition oriented. But the Vatican has now learned to deal with
modern media. Pope John Paul Il, with the help of television,
was inspired by the people and strengthened the image of the
modern church, even though he has not changed anything
drastically. Pope Francis goes even further and appears on social
media through Facebook and Twitter.

In short, the papal documents and World Communications Day
messages have produced a valuable principle for using today’s
media by Popes Paul VI, John Paul I, Benedict XVI, and Francis.
Each pontiff repeated the themes and ideas of ecclesial
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perspectives on media and communication, adding their
explanations and focuses on the topic. While on some years,
the pope has chosen to discuss media in general, in other years
they have focused on the younger generation or a theological
idea. But the ethical aspects were mentioned in most of the
documents.

This Research aims to convince the maximum usage of media
for a spiritual purpose, as popes mention in their documents.
Especially, it will be a great help for the people who live in a
foreign land. If the people live not knowing the language of the
land and if there is unavailability of priests and churches for
personal confession, there the media will be means for their
spiritual life. If the only possibility for their spiritual nourishment
is the internet, then, a means for confession needs to define. In
the current scenario, where the popes are emphasizing through
their documents for the use of communication media for the
common good and spreading the Christian values, a different
method for making confessions becomes relevant.

There is telecasting Holy mass through modern media today,
but there are no official communication means for the sacrament
of confession. However, some unofficial websites are available
on the internet like littleiapps.com, goodconfession.com,
confession4u.com etc. Some Catholic dioceses have also
published their confession apps, but the application does not
replace the confession in person before a priest. For example,
littleiapps.com is intended to help Catholics helps to determine
what sins they may have committed, as well as giving guidelines
for the appropriate prayers in the sacrament. But there is so far
no official declaration from the Catholic Church for the sacrament
of confession.

The available websites for personal and anonymous confession
have their formats and tools. Some of them allow users to post
comments on “sins,” and they can share them on Facebook,
Twitter, or send “to a friend.” In others, the participants can
confess anonymously. Some of these websites gain attention
as pornography websites, because of the sexual comments under
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the post. Other some are ridiculing the sacrament of confession.
Even if someone confessed anonymously through the website,
there are still privacy concerns primarily due to hacking.

Apart from critics, the Catholic Church has her explanations
against online confession. The Catholic Church says that to
receive a valid confession and subsequent blessing, the person
must be present physically. The Code of Canon Law (Codex
luris Canonici [CIC]), says the following arguments for that:
“Individual and integral confession and absolution constitute the
only ordinary means by which a member of the faithful conscious
of grave sin is reconciled with God and the Church. Only physical
or moral impossibility excuses from confessions of this type; in
such a case reconciliation can be obtained by other means”(CIC
960).2

Regarding the place of confession Can. 964 §1 demand: “The
proper place to hear sacramental confessions is a church or
oratory. Confessions are not to be heard outside of a
confessional without a just cause” (CIC 964 §1 &§3).2 According
to Canon 960 and 964, one must go to confession unless he/
she is prevented from doing so physically or morally. The canon
law does not define other means of confession apart from general
absolution. General absolution is allowed for penitents for an
extended amount of time when person to person confession is
not possible (Can. 962 §1).4

As another possibility for confession, the Canon provides that,
“The Christian faithful have the right to receive assistance from
the sacred pastors out of the spiritual goods of the Church,
especially the word of God and the sacraments” (Can. 213).5 If

2 Code of Canon Law, Book IV, Function of the church, the sacrament of
penance, 960. http://www.vatican.va/archive/cod-iuris-canonici/eng/
documents/cic_lib4-cann959-997_en.htmI#TITLE_IV. Online 12.09.2019

3 Ibid. 96481 &§3
4 Ibid. 962§1
®lbid. 213
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the confession is “physically or morally impossible” to you, you
have the right to receive the sacraments commending a “just
cause” (Can. 964 §3), then, a priest can come to you and hear
your confession outside of the fixed confessional place. If you
are unable to attend the scheduled times for confession, you
may lawfully and by right arrange a separate time to go to a
priest. Unless circumstances make itimpossible, your confession
is still to be heard in a confessional.

Concussion and suggestions for findings.

One of the main arguments of the church against the execution
of Online Sacrament is the insecurity of secrecy of sins in
confession. Church thinks that it can be leaked out through the
technical hacking and cyberattack. But the following suggestions
would be helpful for the online sacrament;

1. The Priest, those who are hearing confession, should
be trained technically on techniques on media and cyber.
So that they can easily find out the technical failures
and loops in cyber.

2. Assign trained priest for Online confession.

3. The Church should create her app for “Online
confession”.

4. Use of High internet security.

5. The confessors should avoid confessing “Mortal Sins” if
they are making an “Online confession”.

6. Those who want to go for online confession, they have
to be registered with their documents, proving that they
are eligible for confession. Before registration, they have
to be proved that they are living in a remote area of
another land, where there is no possibility of person to
person confession.

7. Instead of saying the name of the confessor, use the
code number or password, which they get at the time of
registration.

8. Instead of saying the name of sins, use code number of
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the sins, which were prepared and must be given already
to the confessor.

9. The confessor should be convinced that nobody is
nearby to hear what he talks or chats with the priest. It
is his responsibility to keep others away when he
confesses.

These suggestions are mandatory for online confession even
though the modern techniques of the world will bring with new
findings to hack the seal of confession. So, the confessor should
be aware that he is the responsible person for his online
confession. The Church has to provide the possibilities for faithful
to nourish their spiritual life.

The Church document says: “Though it is true that sometimes it
is lawful to tolerate a lesser moral evil in order to avoid a greater
evil or in order to promote a greater good”.® So, the principle of
lesser evil can be used in some matters, in which spiritual
nourishment takes place. For example, if “Online confession”
helps one’s spiritual nourishment, when he is in a foreign land
without knowing the language of that country, there can be
applied to the “Online Confession” as a lesser evil Principle. In
some countries, there will not be a possibility of personal
confession, even Church.

Modern technology offers faithful people many opportunities
for their spiritual life, like services, devotions, impulses, sermons
etc. The Church can rethink about receiving mediated
sacraments and pope can publish a new document on this topic,
with valid restrictions. Because, the sayings of Pope Francis
from the 50" world communication day message could be fulfilled
that the communication media is a gift from God, and it can be
used for good.”

8 Pope Paul VI, Encyclical letter, “Humanae Vitae”, (Rome, 25 July 1968) 14

7 Pope Francis, 50th World communications Day, Communication and
Mercy: A Fruitful Encounter (the Vatican, 24 January 2016)
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Conclusion

Through this study, the perspectives of the four popes about
the modern digital world and to what extent the church can use
the media and communication for evangelisation were found
out. The findings show that popes share almost the same pattern
regarding media and communication for Evangelisation. But few
viewpoints on ethics and family life regarding the use of media
were highlighted in some documents. The results also examine
to what extent the Church allows the use of communication media
for receiving the sacrament. This study then concludes with a
suggestion for “exceptional online confession” with restrictions,
which currently, the Catholic Church does not allow. Therefore,
“Online Confession” becomes the most relevant and
controversial topic in modern digital World.

*
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Dn. Thomas(Bibin) Cherukunnd CST
St. Thomas Province, Kozhikode

Tuesday, 28th December 2021, 09.30 am.
. Mary’s Church Konnakkad
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Dn. Thomas(Bibin) Puthenpurackal CST
. Joseph’s Province, Aluva

Sunday, 02 January 2022, 09.15 am.

St. Joseph Church, Kozhimala
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Dn. George (Sagil) Nadakunnel CST
Khrist Jyoti Province, Punjab - Rgasthan
Sunday, 02 January 2022, 02.05 p.m.

St. George Church, Kadavoor
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Dn. Thomas (Noble) Pallathukuzhiyil CST
Little Flower Province, Gorakhpur - Nepal
Monday, 03 January 2022, 02.30 p.m.

. Sebastian’s Church, Padiyottuchal.
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Dn. Joseph (Rince) Parekkattil CST
S. Joseph’s Province, Aluva
Wednesday, 05 January 2022, 02.00 p.m.
. Augustin’s Church, Kalloorkad
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Dn. Sephen Swaranjeet CST

Khrist Jyoti Province, Punjab - Rgjasthan
Thursday, 24 February 2022, 10:00 am.

Little Flower Church, Sri Muktsar Sahib, Punjab

“The Mighty One has Done Great Things for me.”
(Lk. 1:49)

Priesthood is not an office or responsibility to be fulfilled nor
any achievement to be cel ebrated not any possession to be boasted
upon but Priesthood is alife to be lived in its fullness.

Mother Mary, for meis the role model for al the priests. At the
time of Mother Mary or before all women were expecting to be
the Mother of the Messiah, the Promised One by God as we see
inthe Old Testament (cf. Is. 7:14). When Mary was chosen to be
the Mother of God she accepted it and did her part or rolein the
salvation of the whole humanity even now also. She prepared
Jesus and followed Jesus earnestly till the last breath of Jesus
and even after that. In short Mary did very well to bring the
Salvation of God to the humanity by being obedient to thewill of
God.
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Thus, | think, we all must adopt and follow the strategy of Mother
Mary, | am not imposing anything on anyone. Since we've said
“Yes’ tothecal of God let usdo our part well. As Mother Mary
accepted the Word of God so we must do the same. As She was
there for the needs of other people we must aso do. The reason
behind thisisthat Priesthood isnot solely for oneaoneit belongs
to others also. | would say after Christ Mother Mary isthe great
priest because she totally committed herself to God and to His
will.

I’ ve taken the words of Mother Mary as my motto for ordination
to the priesthood, “The Mighty One has done great things for
me” (Lk. 1:49). This is because of what | told above. | would
liketo be ascommitted to my vocation to the priesthood as Mother
Mary was to her vocation. So | aways pray to her, intercede her
to keep me safein Her Blue Mantle thus | may also befaithful to
My Lord who has chosen meto do thewill of God. And | do pray
toher daily that, “MammaMary keep mesafeinyour BlueMantle
today and strengthen meto remain faithful tothe“YES’ I'vesaid
totheLord. Amen.”

So dear | et Priesthood be not ajob, possession or any achievement
butit bealifeto belived. Thisisnot an easy life also. It demands
from us a lot of prayer, sacrifice, and commitment. If we are
with Mother Mary then she will take care of usin our Priestly
Life. I conclude with the words of Newman, “Why Jesus is
unknown to othersis because His Mother is unknown to others.”

May God bless us dl!

@RY(Na0lHMMAIB @RGIV12J0T3 EBIafl MVORIRIAIHE)ANDDIEM.
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Daysto Remember Our Departed
January to March 2022

January 04 - D.A. of Fr. Savio Peechatt CST
January 11 - D.A. of Fr. Thomas Plathottam CST
January 13 - D.A.of Fr.Kurian Parayakavil CST
January 17 - D.A.of Fr.Paul Karumathy CST
January 27 - D.A.of Fr.Antony Karot CST
January 29 - D.A.of Fr. Martin Nalpat CST
February 4 - D.A.of Fr. George Madamana CST
February 11 - D.A. of Fr. George Kulampally CST
February 15 - Birthday of Fr. Basilius Panat, CST

(Founder of L. F. Congregation)

February 25 - D.A.of Fr. Simon Mukalaya CST
March 7 - D.A. of Fr. Robert Kalaran CST
March 9 - D.A. of Bro. Joby Ottaplackal CST
March 19 - Feast of St. Joseph

” - Congregation Day

March 21 - D.A.of Fr. Theophane Kilianthara CST
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PRIESTLY ORDINATIONS

=~ > Loy,
Dn. Thomas (Bibin) Puthenpurackal CST |
(5t. Joseph's Province, Aluva)

Sunday, 02 January, 2022; 09.15 a.m.
5t. Joseph Church, Kozhimala.

Dn. George (Sagil) Nadakunnel CST
(Khrist Jyoti Province, Punjab-Rajasthan)
Sunday, 02 January, 2022; 02.15 p.m.
St. George Church, Kadavoor.

Dn. Thomas (Bibin) Cherukunnel CST
(St. Thomas Province, Kozhikode)
Tuesday, 28 December 2021, 09.30 am.
St. Mary's Church, Kennakad.

Dn. Stephen Swaranjeet CST
(Khrist Jyoti Province, Punjab-Rajasthan)
Thursday, 24 February, 2022; 10.00 am.
Little Flower Church, Muktsar, Punjab.

Dn. Thomas (Noble) Pallathukuzhiyil CST Dn. Joseph (Rince) Parekkattil CST

(Little Flower Province, Gorakhpur-Nepal) (St. Joseph's Province, Aluva)
Monday, 03 January, 2022; 02.30 p.m. Wednesday, 05 January, 2022; 02.00 p.m.
5t. Sebastian's Church, Padiyottuchal. 5t. Augustine’s Church, Kalloorkad.

“God would never Inspire me with desires which cannot be reallzed; \
so Inspite of my littleness, | can hope to be a saint.”
-St. Therese of Child Jesus /
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